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REGULATORY UPDATE 

  
REGULATORY UPDATE FOR SEPTEMBER 30, 2026 

(September 23, 2026 – September 29, 2026) 

I. STATE REGULATORY AGENCIES 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION (CPUC OR COMMISSION)1 

Proposed Decisions and Resolutions  

Application (A.) 25-07-001 (Application of Southern California Gas Company on Behalf 
of its Customers, for Approval of Gas Line Extension Allowances). This decision grants in part 
and denies in part the application of Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas), on behalf of 
its customers, for approval of gas line extension allowances. This decision also approves 
SoCalGas’s request to revise Tariff Rule Nos. 20 and 21, SoCalGas’s update to the non-
residential gas line extension allowance multiplier of 3.1, and SoCalGas’s request to establish a 
two-way balancing account to track costs associated with approved gas line extension 
allowances. Finally, this decision approves the calculation of SoCalGas’s forecasted revenue 
requirement but directs SoCalGas to update its revenue requirement calculations to account for 
the fact that only five of the original nine projects are approved by this decision.  

Application (A.)26-05-002 (Application of Southern California Gas Company and San 
Diego Gas & Electric Company for Authorization to Implement Revenue Requirement to Enable 
the Systems Applications Products (SAP) Migration Program). This decision authorizes 
SoCalGas and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) (jointly, Sempra Utilities) to 
establish the SAP Migration Memorandum Account, effective May 1, 2026, to track costs 
stemming from implementation of the SAP Migration Program Phase 1B, up to a cap of $13.7 
million. The decision does not authorize Sempra Utilities to recover costs recorded in the SAP 
Migration Memorandum Account. Whether, how, and to what extent Sempra Utilities may 
recover costs tracked in this memorandum account will be determined in a future Commission 
decision. 

Applications (A.) 22-05-015/016 (Applications of Southern California Gas Company and 
San Diego Gas & Electric Company for Authority, Among Other Things, to Update its Gas 
Revenue Requirement and Base Rates Effective on January 1, 2025). This decision denies the 
November 25, 2025 petition to modify Decision (D.) 24-12-074, Decision Addressing the 2024 
Test Year General Rate Cases of Southern California Gas Company and San Diego Gas & 
Electric Company (the Decision), filed by the Natural Resources Defense Council, CALSTART, 
Inc., Powering America’s Commercial Transportation, Advanced Energy United, Tesla, Inc., 
Walmart Inc., the City of San Diego, Electrify America, LLC, EVgo Services, LLC, and the 

 
1 Per the CPUC’s Rules of Practice and Procedure Rule 14.3, comments on proposed 

decisions are due 20 days after issuance of the proposed decision, and reply comments are due 
five days thereafter. Comments on draft resolutions are due 20 days after the draft resolution 
appears in the CPUC’s daily calendar, per Rule 14.5. 
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Electric Vehicle Charging Association (collectively, Joint Petitioners). Joint Petitioners request 
modification of the Decision to remove the funding cap for the Electric Rule 45 Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure Memorandum Account and ensure that Rule 45 remains open to all eligible 
applications through at least the current rate case cycle, as required by Public Utilities Code 
section 740.19. According to the decision, the Joint Petitioners’ request is denied because the 
Commission does not find that the Joint Petitioners presented any new or changed facts within 
the meaning of Rule 16.4(b). The decision also finds that they used the petition for modification 
improperly to allege legal errors outside the 30-day window for an application for rehearing.  

Rulemaking (R.) 25-09-004 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Enhance Demand Response 
in California). This decision authorizes bridge funding for the 2028–2029 demand response (DR) 
programs operated by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), SDG&E, and Southern 
California Edison Company (SCE), (collectively, the IOUs), to ensure program continuity while 
the Commission considers DR reforms in this rulemaking. In addition, the decision modifies the 
November 1, 2026, filing deadline for the next IOU DR applications to November 1, 2028, to 
align the applications with the policy updates expected in this rulemaking. The next applications 
will cover program years 2030–2034. For the Emergency Load Reduction Program pilot, the 
Commission limits pilot sub-groups and reduces the minimum dispatch hours to ensure the 
pilot’s availability through the bridge year period, retain continuity for participants, and increase 
value for ratepayers. Also, the Commission exempts the 2028–2029 DR bridge portfolios from 
the Societal Cost Test requirement while directing the IOUs to implement Societal Cost Test 
capability in their DR Cost-Effectiveness Reporting Tools by April 1, 2028, in time for the 
2030–2034 program cycle.  

Application (A.) 22-015/016 (Applications of Southern California Gas Company and San 
Diego Gas & Electric Company for Authority, Among Other Things, to Update its Gas Revenue 
Requirement and Base Rates Effective on January 1, 2025). This decision evaluates SDG&E’s 
costs recorded in its wildfire mitigation plan memorandum account (WMPMA) for 2023, and for 
SDG&E’s drone program costs from 2019–2023. This decision also addresses SoCalGas’s and 
SDG&E’s Pipeline Safety Enhancement Plan (PSEP) costs carried over from Track 1 of this 
proceeding, D.24-12-074. In SDG&E’s application for recovery of WMPMA costs, SDG&E 
seeks recovery of costs recorded in its WMPMA for 2023, above amounts authorized by the 
Commission in SDG&E’s 2019 Test Year General Rate Case (GRC), D.19 09-051. The amount 
requested includes recovery of direct operations and maintenance (O&M) costs totaling 
$254.296 million (and indirect O&M costs totaling $12.512 million) and direct capital 
expenditures of $404.696 million (and indirect capital expenditure costs of $58.841 million), for 
a total cost request of $730.345 million. SDG&E also seeks recovery of drone inspection and 
repair costs for the 2019 to 2022 period in the above amounts, for which resolution was 
continued to this track, as required by the Track 2 GRC decision. After accounting for the 
Interim Rate Recovery SoCalGas already collected for the PSEP Balancing Account, as well as 
the disallowances noted in the decision, the Commission authorizes SoCalGas to recover the 
remaining undercollected revenue requirement through 2026 of $19.812 million via their next 
scheduled rate change. The 2027 revenue requirement for revenue requirement associated with 
PSEP costs shall be implemented in rates on January 1, 2027, or with the next scheduled rate 
change for that year, through a Tier 1 Advice Letter. 
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Rulemaking (R.) 21-06-017 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Modernize the Electric 
Grid for a High Distributed Energy Resources Future). This decision orders PG&E, SCE, and 
SDG&E, (collectively, IOUs), to retain a consultant to lead a series of working group meetings 
to vet proposals for a common Distributed Energy Resources (DER) orchestration framework, 
and prepare a report with recommendations based on the stakeholder feedback in the workshops. 
The report will be included as an attachment to the Joint IOU Application to be filed within 12 
months of the issuance of this decision. This decision also directs the IOUs to organize a full-day 
stakeholder workshop presenting new Load Flexibility Scenarios that they will incorporate as a 
fourth modeling scenario in the annual Distribution Planning and Execution Process (DPEP) 
starting with the 2027–2028 cycle. This decision directs the IOUs within 75 calendar days of this 
decision to hold a workshop to present their proposals for a Load Flexibility Scenario as a fourth 
scenario within the existing DPEP Scenario Planning Framework. The decision directs the IOUs 
to file a joint Tier 3 advice letter within 60 calendar days after the workshop providing the 
technical basis for Load Flexibility Scenario inputs and proposing implementation timing.  

Rulemaking (R.18-04-019) (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Consider Strategies and 
Guidance for Climate Change Adaptation). In this decision, the Commission declines to adopt 
modifications to existing General Orders or adopt a new General Order to address Climate 
Adaptation. Rather, the Commission adopts the framework proposed by Safety Policy Division 
with modifications. Upon issuance of this decision, this framework will apply to new 
applications filed by any IOU that is required to file both Climate Adaptation Vulnerability 
Assessments and Risk Assessment Mitigation Phase applications in the future. This currently 
includes PG&E, SCE, SoCalGas, and SDG&E.  

Application (A.) 25-04-006 (Application of Southern California Gas Company for 
Adoption of a Microgrid Optional Tariff). This decision denies, without prejudice, SoCalGas’s 
request for authorization to offer the Microgrid Optional Tariff (MOT), primarily because 
SoCalGas has failed to meet its burden of demonstrating that the proposed tariff is reasonable 
and in the public interest. The purpose of MOT was to enable the utility to design, build, own, 
operate, and maintain behind-the-meter and off-grid microgrid facilities within SoCalGas’s 
service territory. Because the Commission denies SoCalGas’s request, the Commission need not 
determine the program-design requirements that would apply if the MOT were approved.  

Voting Meeting 

The CPUC will hold a voting meeting on October 1, 2026 in Sacramento, California, at 
11 a.m. PT. The energy-related agenda items are below: 

Item 2. Resolution E-5455. This resolution approves PG&E’s Advice Letter (AL) 7785-
E, filed on December 18, 2025, requesting Commission approval of an exceptional case 
agreement between PG&E and Google LLC to support the energization of a new 250-megawatt 
(MW) transmission-level retail electric load at 230 kilovolts (kV) in San Jose, California. The 
resolution approves the AL with modifications, requiring additional ratepayer protections.  
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Item 4. Rulemaking (R.) 15-05-006 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Develop and Adopt 
Fire-Threat Maps and Fire-Safety Regulations). This decision partially grants a petition for 
modification of D.17-12 024, filed by SCE for modifications to the boundaries of the High Fire-
Threat District in its service territory. SCE’s proposed addition of 47 areas to the High Fire-
Threat District is approved while removal of 61 areas from the High Fire-Threat District is 
denied. The Commission’s Safety Policy Division is directed to hold a workshop in 2027 on 
future proposed modifications to the Commission’s High Fire-Threat District Map. Some 
incremental costs may result from implementation of the Commission’s fire-safety regulations; 
cost recovery for any such costs is consistent with D.17 12-024. 

Item 6. Resolution G-3622. This resolution approves in part and modifies in part the 
California Energy Commission’s (CEC) ALs 12-G and 10-G-A, filed on August 8, 2025 and 
October 3, 2025, respectively. These ALs contain proposed Gas Research, Development, and 
Demonstration (RD&D) Investment Plans (Gas RD&D Plans or Plans) for Fiscal Years 2024–
2025 (the 2024 Plan) and 2025–2026 (the 2025 Plan). This resolution approves, in part, the 
CEC’s Gas RD&D Plans with proposed budgets of $24 million each for its 2024 Plan and its 
2025 Plan, totaling $48 million. This resolution reviews the CEC’s 2024 Plan and 2025 Plan 
against a list of consolidated requirements from prior decisions and resolutions. This resolution 
finds that CEC Plan omissions can be remedied with additional information and directs the CEC 
to submit its revised 2024 and 2025 Gas RD&D Plans via Tier 2 ALs within 90 days.  

Item 7. Rulemaking (R.) 24-10-005 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Consider Proposed 
Changes to General Order 95 to Modernize the Rules and Regulations Governing the Design and 
Construction of Overhead Electric and Communications Facilities in California). General Order 
(GO) 95 provides rules governing the design, construction, and maintenance of overhead lines 
for electric and communications facilities in California. This decision (a) modifies GO 95 to 
adopt a new methodology based on Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) in place of 
Working Stress Design (WSD), (b) revises GO 95 language accordingly, and (c) requires utilities 
to participate in a workshop and write a subsequent workshop report. 

Item 8. Application (A.) 24-01-020, et al., (In the Matter of the Application of SFPP, L.P. 
for Authority to Increase Rates for Transportation of Refined Petroleum Products). In its 
consolidated applications, SFPP, L.P. (SFPP) seeks to increase its existing rates and charges for 
intrastate transportation of refined petroleum products for the period covering 2021–2024. This 
decision finds that SFPP’s connected terminals are pipeline system jurisdictional assets per 
Public Utilities Code section 227.  

Item 9. Application (A.) 25-05-009 (Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company for 
Authority, Among Other Things, to Increase Rates and Charges for Electric and Gas Service 
Effective on January 1, 2027). This decision sets the effective date for the revenue requirement 
the Commission adopts in PG&E’s General Rate Case (GRC) for the 2027 Test Year is January 
1, 2027, even if the Commission adopts the final decision authorizing the 2027 GRC revenue 
requirement after that date. If the Commission adopts a decision authorizing the 2027 revenue 
requirement after January 1, 2027, PG&E is authorized to use the General Rate Case Gas 
Distribution Memorandum Account, the General Rate Case Electric Memorandum Account, and 
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the General Rate Case Gas Transmission and Storage Memorandum Account to track and 
recover any over-collection or under-collection.   

Item 11. Application (A.) 25-04-014 (Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company 
to Revise its 2024–2031 Energy Efficiency Rolling Portfolio Business Plan). This decision 
rejects the application of SDG&E to modify its energy efficiency business plan and withdraw 
from administering regional energy efficiency programs, for both electric and natural gas 
customers, in its service area. The decision finds that the application is both premature and 
unsupported by the record. SDG&E is required to continue performing administrative duties to 
deliver its regional energy efficiency program portfolio, including its codes and standards 
programs. SDG&E is encouraged to modify or cancel underperforming programs and/or 
rebalance its regional portfolio budget in order to continue to improve the performance of its 
energy efficiency portfolio overall. 

 Item 13. Application (A.) 25-04-020 (Application of Southern California Gas Company 
to Recover Costs Recorded in the Transmission Integrity Management Program Balancing 
Account from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2023). This decision grants SoCalGas’s request 
for cost recovery in the amount of $81.3048 million as part of its Transmission Integrity 
Management Program Balancing Account. The Commission disallows $92.4952 million from 
the original requested amount.  

Item 14. Application (A.) 25-05-004 (Application of Southern California Gas Company 
for Incremental Funding for Customer Information System Replacement Program). This decision 
denies SoCalGas’s request for incremental funding to implement its Customer Information 
System Replacement Program (CIS Replacement Program). The Commission finds that parties 
to this proceeding have provided evidence that the costs of SoCalGas’s CIS Replacement 
Program are not likely to exceed the authorized amount the utility has been approved to seek 
ratepayer recovery for, as provided by the Commission in D.24-12-074.   

 Item 15. Resolution E-5483. This Resolution approves PG&E’s AL 7860-E, the Diablo 
Canyon Extended Operations Balancing Account (DCEOBA) True-Up AL filed pursuant to 
Senate Bill 846 and D.23-12-036, and denies the protest filed by The Utility Reform Network 
(TURN). PG&E’s AL 7860-E trues-up PG&E’s recorded Diablo Canyon Power Plant (DCPP) 
extended operations costs and market revenues to the Commission-adopted forecast for the 
record period September 1, 2023 through December 31, 2025. This resolution finds that PG&E’s 
recorded DCEOBA costs, totaling approximately $1,224.1 million, are below 115 percent of the 
approximately $1,325.4 million forecast approved in D.24-12-033, so that no further 
reasonableness review of those costs is required under Public Utilities Code section 712.8(h)(1). 
This Resolution also finds that TURN's proposal to apply the 115 percent threshold separately to 
each individual cost category, rather than to PG&E’s total recorded costs, is not supported by the 
statute. 

 Item 18. Rulemaking (R.) 19-03-009 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Implement Senate 
Bill 237 Related to Direct Access). This decision denies Alliance for Retail Energy Markets, 
California Coalition of Large Energy Users, Direct Access Customer Coalition, Regents of the 
University of California, Shell Energy North America (U.S.), L.P., and Western Power Trading 
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Forum’s petition for modification of D.21-06-033. According to the decision, the petition fails to 
satisfy the requirements of Rule 16.4(b) and 16.4(d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure.  

Item 20. Resolution E-5476. The Avoided Cost Calculator (ACC) is used in cost-
effectiveness analysis of DERs programs and policies. This Resolution provides a link to the 
final 2026 ACC and related documentation and data files, consistent with policies adopted in 
D.16-06-007, D.19-05-019, D.22-05-002, D.24-07-015, D.24-08-007, and D.25-11-005. The 
documentation provides additional detail about this update, including a comparison of the 2026 
and 2024 ACC outputs. This Resolution describes the data and major modeling updates to the 
2026 ACC.  

Item 24. Resolution E-5469. This Resolution approves PG&E’s contract amendment to 
the Bioenergy Renewable Auction Mechanism (BioRAM) Program power purchase agreement 
(PPA) with Burney Forest Products to extend  the term of the PPA from October 31, 2027 to 
October 31, 2032.  

Item 47.  Application (A.) 25-06-017 (Application of Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric ) 
LLC for Authority to Recover Costs Related to the 2020 Mountain View Fire Recorded in the 
Wildfire Memorandum Account).  This decision authorizes Liberty Utilities  to recover 
approximately $58.05 million in costs related to the 2020 Mountain View Fire recorded in 
Liberty’s Wildfire Expense Memorandum Account, plus up to an additional $3.375 million in 
additional financing costs related to the five-year recovery period, along with seventy-five 
percent of the five unresolved claims. Liberty shall use a Tier 2 advice letter process for approval 
of the Wildfire Expense Memorandum Account costs related to the unresolved Mountain View 
Fire claims paid after January 23, 2026. A five-year amortization period will be used by Liberty 
to recover the authorized Wildfire Expense Memorandum Account costs through a volumetric 
surcharge on customer bills.  

Item 48. Rulemaking (R.) 22-12-011 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Address 
Biomethane Procurement Cost Allocation). This decision finds that all investor-owned gas utility 
customers should pay a share of the above-market costs of the Renewable Gas Standard (RGS) 
program. However, the allocation of costs is not extended to non-core customers at this time, 
pending further assessment of whether an exemption (either in whole or in part) should apply to 
non-core customers. An additional process on this matter is needed to identify whether and how 
to implement cost allocation in a way that avoids emissions leakage and encourages industry to 
stay in California. This decision orders the joint gas utilities to lead a workshop process and 
subsequently file an application that considers recommendations coming out of the workshop as 
to whether and how these issues should be addressed.  

 Item 48A. Rulemaking (R.) 22-12-011 (Order Instituting Rulemaking to Address 
Biomethane Procurement Cost Allocation). This Alternate Proposed Decision (APD) finds that 
all investor-owned gas utility customers should pay a share of the above-market costs of the 
Renewable Gas Standard (RGS) program, and allocates costs to both core and non-core 
customers. The APD similarly directs the utilities to lead a workshop process and subsequently 
file an application. 



  
 

 7  
154316591.2 0099865-10003  

REGULATORY UPDATE 

Events 

Interconnection Discussion Forum. Energy Division staff will host the next 
Interconnection Discussion Forum (IDF) on Tuesday, November 3, 2026 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
PT. The IDF provides an informal venue for utilities, developers, and other stakeholders to 
explore a variety of issues related to interconnection practices and policies. It is generally 
scheduled quarterly. The November IDF meeting will focus on interconnection issues relating to 
community solar, under both the Wholesale Distribution Access Tariff and Electric Rule 21. 
Additional details are available on the Rule 21 website, here.  

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION (CEC) 

 2026 Integrated Energy Policy Report (IEPR) Update 

 The CEC has set the following preliminary schedule for the 2026 IEPR. The schedule is 
available on the 2026 IEPR Update page.  

____________Task/Event      Date_______________ 

• Final 2026 IEPR Update Scoping Order released  April 2026 
• Adopt order instituting informational proceeding  May 2026 
• Public workshops on specific topics    May–December 2026 
• Release draft 2026 IEPR Update    October 2026 
• Release proposed 2026 IEPR Update    January 2027 
• Adopt 2026 IEPR Forecast     January 2027 
• Adopt 2026 IEPR Update     February 2027 

The CEC’s 2026 IEPR Update workshop schedule (which remains subject to change) is 
set forth below. According to the workshop schedule, all workshops will be held via Zoom and 
the remaining workshops through December 2026 will run as follows: 

November 12, 2026: Commissioner Workshop on Load Modifier Draft Results, 10 a.m.–
5 p.m. PT. 

December 14, 2026: Commissioner Workshop on Overall Forecast Results, 10 a.m.–
5 p.m. PT. 

Notice to Amend Electric Vehicle (EV) Charger Reliability Standards 

On August 11, 2026, the CEC announced its proposed rulemaking to amend the EV 
Charger Data and Reliability Standards (set forth in Title 20, California Code of Regulations, 
Division 2, Chapter 12, Article 2) to exempt MW Charging System EV chargers from certain 
requirements and to provide other “minor refinements” within the regulations. The CEC held a 
public meeting to consider the proposed regulations on Thursday, September 24, 2026 from 10 

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Rule21/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/reports/integrated-energy-policy-report-iepr/2026-integrated-energy-policy-report
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/2026_IEPR_Update_Workshop_Schedule_7-31_ada.pdf
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a.m. to 1 p.m. PT via Zoom. Additional information regarding the EV Charger Data and 
Reliability Standards is available on the EV Charger Data and Reliability Standards webpage. 

Interoperability Workshop 

The CEC will host a remote-access workshop on November 4, 2026 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
to solicit stakeholder feedback on advancing energy interoperability standards in California. The 
workshop will focus on alignment among communication protocols and standards, including 
OpenADR 3.1, Matter, IEEE 2030.5, ISO 15118, Open Charge Point Interface (OCPI), and Open 
Charge Point Protocol (OCPP), to support scalable, privacy-preserving automation and 
consumer-authorized control. The CEC seeks input from stakeholders including original 
equipment manufacturers (OEMs), utilities, aggregators, DER providers, consumer advocates, 
and other interested parties regarding interoperability for the Market Informed Demand 
Automation Server (MIDAS), Demand Side Grid Support (DSGS), load flexibility, electric 
vehicle supply equipment (EVSE), and customer energy management systems. Additional 
workshop information, including login details, is available here.  

Electric Program Investment Charge (EPIC)  

The CEC hosted its annual EPIC Symposium on September 29, 2026, both in person at 
the California Natural Resources Agency building at 715 P Street in Sacramento, California and 
via remote access. EPIC discussion topics included (1) Optimizing EVs as Grid Assets and 
(2) Closing the Battery Lifecycle Loop. The revised EPIC Symposium agenda is available here. 

Opt-In Certification Program: Emergency Rulemaking 

On October 9, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., the CEC will host a remote-access 
workshop to seek public comments regarding proposed emergency regulations for the Opt-In 
Certification Program that will be set forth in Title 20, California Code of Regulations, sections 
1875-1882, and Appendix B.  According to the workshop notice, the proposed changes include, 
among other things: 

• incorporation of the statutory presumption of net economic benefits; 
• incorporation of new statutory requirements for applicants to provide evidence of 

property rights to the proposed location and consultation with the fire suppression 
authority;  

• clarification of the procedures for suspension and early termination of a project 
application, restructure local agency reimbursement, refine the community 
benefits agreement process, address post-certification change in project ownership 
or operational control, and update the Appendix B information requirements 
applicable to the Opt-In Certification Program.   

Written comments on the proposed emergency regulations are due to the Docket Unit by 5:00 
p.m. on October 12, 2026. 

Lithium Valley Informational Proceeding 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/clean-transportation-program/ev-charger-data-and-reliability-standards?0jY3xiz42T1GlkVY-M4RfcetTVGARHrYHtp1uqqrUzg
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=120537%26tn=272800%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a0dabaf2bb-b23ac203-3a60-485e-a980-69b449e920bc-000000/eHOG1JG67eydwGWBR5oWktv5JEFHfmB03yRJSj0lEr8=452
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/outreach/2026-09/2026-electric-program-investment-charge-epic-symposium?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/13087
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=272980&DocumentContentId=120720
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=120719%26tn=272979%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a0f31fef26-469151d3-5916-4141-a62e-3bc093a47102-000000/mDaLYxnHsT5tCWl3GoIscS6w7l0e5SjTsbaTGqRvWpM=452
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=272980&DocumentContentId=120720
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The CEC hosted a remote-access workshop on September 10, 2026 to discuss current 
opportunities for development of the lithium industry in the Salton Sea region of California. 
Additional information regarding the scope of the workshop is available in the workshop notice. 
Written comments are due to the docket unit by 5:00 p.m. PT on September 30, 2026. 

Wave and Tidal Energy 

The CEC released the Draft Senate Bill 605 Wave and Tidal Energy Report to the 
Governor and Legislature and will be holding a remote-access workshop on September 30, 2026 
to present and gather feedback on the draft report. The meeting schedule for the workshop is 
available here. Written comments on the draft report are due to the docket unit by 5:00 p.m. PT 
on November 3, 2026. 

CEC Business Meetings 

The next CEC business meeting is scheduled for October 19, 2026. 

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD (CARB) 

CARB Amends State Gasoline Regulations 

CARB adopted amendments to California’s gasoline regulations to support the 
availability and use of E15 fuel, a vehicle fuel that is a blend of up to 15% ethanol, to provide 
access to the fuel in California. CARB notes that “introducing E15 into the market could lower 
gasoline prices by up to $0.20 per gallon and save Californians as much as $2.7 billion annually, 
but it would also require infrastructure modifications throughout the state, including at retail 
gasoline stations.” 

 CARB Releases State Emissions Data  
  

CARB released data that shows the California had a decline in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions of 3.9% in 2024. CARB noted California achieved emissions reductions even as 
California’s gross state product increased by 3.2%. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST (OPUC, WUTC, BPA) 

Public Utility Commission of Oregon (OPUC) 

On September 3, 2026, the OPUC held (1) a public meeting to consider granting 
PacifiCorp d/b/a Pacific Power’s request for a waiver of OAR 860-089-0250(1) and approving 
use of PA Consulting as the Independent Evaluator for Phase 2 of PacifiCorp’s 2025 Request for 
Proposals (Docket No. UM 2383), and (2) a public hearing and commissioner work session to 
open a formal rulemaking to implement Senate Bill 845, which primarily authorizes OPUC to 
order the sale of a water utility that is unable to provide safe and adequate service (Docket 
No. AR 673). The full agenda is accessible here.  

Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=119904%26tn=272225%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a04a4159ea-bdfbb045-84f4-4c5c-b373-ad191e53d3a3-000000/B1IPf7aBlLijbX1KcI0-uxgtgWo4GAxJgxn4ArWjYV0=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=120029%26tn=272339%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a0827c59c3-8f70e436-5811-4a61-b4ae-85b4273d0cb3-000000/3YpVxOTDo2M8wVWq8puZCgR_jck5_i7C_kr2d8R58qw=452
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/workshop/2026-09/staff-workshop-draft-senate-bill-605-wave-and-tidal-energy-report
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=120705%26tn=272960%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a0ea4b29bc-748245d9-d805-40f1-970f-626140922e05-000000/BoLtIuZrcoeNcwoB2etl7H-EEdy5L2gR6HSsWOGx5vE=452
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/19/governor-newsom-signs-bill-expanding-fuel-options-to-help-californians-save-at-the-pump-amid-donald-trumps-gas-price-crisis/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-cuts-climate-emissions-again-2024-economy-keeps-growing
https://oregonpuc.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=1047


  
 

 10  
154316591.2 0099865-10003  

REGULATORY UPDATE 

On August 31, 2026, BPA hosted a BP-26 transmission settlement commitment 
workshop to discuss (1) the short distance discount and the billing determinant for Network 
Integration Transmission Service as related to behind-the-meter resources and (2) to provide 
clarity on the scope, eligibility, and costs of the New Generation Technology Pilot Program. The 
settlement is included in the BP-26 Rate Proceeding Administrator’s Final Record of Decision. 
More information on the BP-26 rate case is here. On September 1, 2026, BPA hosted the second 
workshop in its Risk Mitigation & Financial Policies Refresh series, wherein BPA reviewed the 
existing 2022 Financial Plan which will culminate in a new financial plan, targeting a 2027 
publishing date, to ensure BPA’s long-term financial goals are supported with agile risk 
mitigation strategy and updated financial policies. The 2022 Financial Plan is available here.  

Also on August 31, 2026, BPA published what it refers to as a refreshed strategic plan to 
accelerate innovative transmission and power supply solutions to meet growing demand and 
expansion in the region. The plan seeks to protect legacy customers and ratepayers by ensuring 
that “growth pays for growth.” The 2026–2030 Strategic Plan is available here. 

Lastly, on September 1, 2026, BPA announced a two-week delay in issuing its updated 
large generator interconnection Phase One Cluster Study Reports. Those reports—initially 
targeted for September 11, 2026—were issued September 25, 2026. In addition, BPA will tender 
Phase Two Cluster Study Agreements on October 9, 2026 for customers who intend to move 
forward in the interconnection study process. 

II. FEDERAL AGENCIES 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DOE) 
 

DOE Awards $1.9 Billion for Grid Projects 
 
DOE announced it intends to fund 31 grid-improvement projects across 26 states as part 

of the Department’s Speed to Power through Accelerated Reconductoring and other Key 
Advanced Transmission Technology Upgrades (SPARK) initiative. DOE stated that the projects 
will receive $5.25 billion in total, $1.9 billion in federal funding from DOE and $3.35 billion in 
recipient cost-share funding, to improve grid reliability and lower electricity costs. 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION (FERC) 

FERC 2026 Commission Meeting Summary 
 

FERC held its September 2026 Commission Meeting on September 10, 2026. FERC 
released orders on the following: 

• North American Electric Reliability Corporation’s (NERC) proposed reliability 
standard (RD26-9-000): This order approved NERC’s proposed physical Reliability 
Standard CIP-014-4 and the associated implementation plan, violation risk factors, 
and violation severity levels, as well as the retirement of the currently effective 

https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/rates-tariff/bp-26/Final-Proposal/Studies-and-Documentation/BP26A01Final-RODAppendices-A-B-C.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/rate-and-tariff-proceedings/bp-26-rate-case
https://www.bpa.gov/-/media/Aep/finance/financial-plan/financial-plan-2022.pdf
https://www.bpa.gov/about/who-we-are/strategic-plan
https://www.energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-speed-power-investments-across-26-states-lower-electricity
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmrfks8hbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013o8QuKTVSVuV_PKRNNXko1585seRKXYr4Gtw9jsGRFjw35fxvzv4SV0vViZiBet7t6b1b8GeP3FDPxQGbidroXuu4Vuh3KEm34dO5wBRddfUCTzFNbPKtdaG18cIMxfWMKI5IBSqxItxHi6v4X54PJLdvsTFsAa5aASNLiGzhQl-eggiOJ1x1TYKdJt7IZ9JA02cPIk0xPsXP2RQyBDXOygtCqFSYQW3tSObzMBwxhNl46RQCSHey7jQmyjVnZkifiOv9O6ACyxzCMICdiqvww%3D%3D%26c%3D-uMriU9SjRxq2r2zrzwsXGCz2zZG5TaZXO1ILyNtruXnPXdBI5sDAg%3D%3D%26ch%3DvhQgXGVzMUSq51ZzeQKTng8Ohhh1wMSg3s0Y3LQAqTQzaYur1FqRag%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Catiq.warraich%40hq.doe.gov%7C20dec736ff5e45aae38a08df1a452099%7C6b183ecc4b554ed5b3f87f64be1c4138%7C0%7C0%7C639258556394053323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WP28BVF11TB6GYhhoxwo02yJ5M49dDy2f5lJa7SEsXM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmrfks8hbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013o8QuKTVSVuV_PKRNNXko1585seRKXYr4Gtw9jsGRFjw35fxvzv4SV0vViZiBet7t6b1b8GeP3FDPxQGbidroXuu4Vuh3KEm34dO5wBRddfUCTzFNbPKtdaG18cIMxfWMKI5IBSqxItxHi6v4X54PJLdvsTFsAa5aASNLiGzhQl-eggiOJ1x1TYKdJt7IZ9JA02cPIk0xPsXP2RQyBDXOygtCqFSYQW3tSObzMBwxhNl46RQCSHey7jQmyjVnZkifiOv9O6ACyxzCMICdiqvww%3D%3D%26c%3D-uMriU9SjRxq2r2zrzwsXGCz2zZG5TaZXO1ILyNtruXnPXdBI5sDAg%3D%3D%26ch%3DvhQgXGVzMUSq51ZzeQKTng8Ohhh1wMSg3s0Y3LQAqTQzaYur1FqRag%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Catiq.warraich%40hq.doe.gov%7C20dec736ff5e45aae38a08df1a452099%7C6b183ecc4b554ed5b3f87f64be1c4138%7C0%7C0%7C639258556394053323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WP28BVF11TB6GYhhoxwo02yJ5M49dDy2f5lJa7SEsXM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ferc.gov/news-events/news/summaries-september-2026-commission-meeting
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Reliability Standard CIP-014-3. The Physical Security Standard requires applicable 
transmission owners to perform a periodic risk assessment to identify critical 
transmission substations, evaluate potential threats and vulnerabilities of a physical 
attack, and develop a physical security plan to protect critical facilities. 

• FERC’s show-cause proceeding against ISO New England, Inc. (ISO-NE) 
related to ISO-NE’s lack of mechanism to allow ISO-NE to adjust erroneous 
capacity performance payments (EL26-45-000): This order found ISO-NE’s tariff 
unjust and unreasonable because it lacks provisions that would enable ISO-NE to 
accept payments from market participants that were erroneously or improperly 
received, which yields unjust and unreasonable market outcomes for market 
participants and customers. ISO-NE must submit a compliance filing within 120 days 
of the date of the order.  

• Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s (Tri-State) 
participation in Southwest Power Pool’s (SPP) expansion into the Western 
Interconnection (SPP West) (ER20-681-016): The order conditionally accepts Tri-
State’s tariff revisions that reflect its participation in the SPP West. The order requires 
Tri-State to offer its SPP West units at or below each unit’s mitigated energy offer 
and to submit a compliance filing that provides a horizontal market power analysis of 
the SPP West market.  

• TransAlta Energy Marketing (U.S.) Inc.’s spot sales above the Western 
Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) soft cap (ER23-276-000): This order 
found under Mobile-Sierra that there is no basis for further FERC action concerning 
TransAlta Energy Marketing (U.S.) Inc.’s spot market energy sales that exceeded the 
WECC soft price cap of $1,000/MWh. 

• Mercuria Energy America, LLC’s spot sales above the WECC soft cap (ER23-
450-000): This order found under Mobile-Sierra that there is no basis for further 
FERC action concerning Mercuria Energy America, LLC’s spot market energy sales 
that exceeded the WECC soft price cap of $1,000/MWh.  

• Calpine Energy Services, L.P.’s spot sales above the WECC soft cap (ER23-316-
000): This order found under Mobile-Sierra that there is no basis for further FERC 
action concerning Calpine Energy Service, L.P.’s spot market energy sales that 
exceeded the WECC soft price cap of $1,000/MWh. 
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III. INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATORS (ISO) AND REGIONAL 
TRANSMISSION ORGANIZATIONS (RTO) 

CALIFORNIA INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR (CAISO)  

Stakeholder Initiatives: Upcoming Meetings and Deadlines  

Reminder: 2026 CAISO Stakeholder Symposium. The CAISO Stakeholder 
Symposium will be held on October 5–6, 2026, in Sacramento, CA. The final agenda for 
October 6 can be found here.  

Large Loads Initiative. The CAISO posted the draft final proposal and draft tariff 
language for the Large Loads Initiative on September 24, 2026. The hybrid public stakeholder 
meeting will take place October 1, 2026 to discuss the proposal, and a virtual meeting will be 
held on October 19, 2026. However, registration for the in-person meeting is now closed. Online 
meeting details can be found here.  

Western Energy Markets (WEIM) Regional Issues Forum Meeting. The WEIM 
Regional Issues Forum has posted the agenda for its upcoming hybrid meeting in Sacramento, 
CA, from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Parties may register to attend in person, but registration is not 
required for virtual attendance.  

Demand Response Issues and Performance 2025 Report Posted. The CAISO’s 
Department of Market Monitoring (DMM) has published the Demand Response Issues and 
Performance 2025 Report providing analysis of demand response activity for balancing areas 
across the WEIM.  

Interconnection Process Enhancements: Draft Tariff Language Posting. The CAISO 
posted the draft tariff language for outstanding items related to several interconnection 
stakeholder on September 15, 2026, which can be found on the initiative webpage. A public 
stakeholder meeting to discuss the proposed revisions will take place on September 30, 2026.  

Storage Design and Modeling: Revised Straw Proposal Posted. The CAISO has 
posted the Revised Straw Proposal on Default Energy Bids on the Storage Design and Modeling 
webpage. The revised straw proposal was discussed at the stakeholder meeting that took place on 
September 22, 2026. Written comments on the revised straw proposal through CAISO’s 
commenting tool are due by end of day October 6, 2026. 

MIDCONTINENT INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR (MISO)  
 
MISO Plan to Reduce Interconnection Restudies 
 
MISO filed revisions to Attachment X (Generator Interconnection Procedures) of its 

tariff that would allow it to “prevent boundless Interconnection Study restudies in Phase III of 
the Definitive Planning Phase” process. 

 

https://www.caiso.com/meetings-events/events/stakeholder-symposium/agenda
https://www.caiso.com/notices/large-loads-initiative-draft-final-proposal-and-draft-tariff-language-posting-meetings-on-10-1-26-and-10-19-26
https://www.caiso.com/notices/western-energy-markets-regional-issues-forum-meeting-on-10-5-26-agenda-posted-registration-requested
https://caiso.regfox.com/wem-regional-issues-forum-october-5-2026
https://www.caiso.com/notices/department-of-market-monitoring-demand-response-issues-and-performance-2025-report-posted
https://www.caiso.com/notices/department-of-market-monitoring-demand-response-issues-and-performance-2025-report-posted
https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/StakeholderInitiatives/Interconnection-process-enhancements-5-0?_gl=1*1w57d48*_ga*MTg0NDgyOTc4MS4xNzYyMzAxMjEx*_ga_NDS4B4M2WP*czE3OTAwNDk1ODgkbzcxJGcxJHQxNzkwMDQ5NzU3JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
https://stakeholdercenter.caiso.com/StakeholderInitiatives/Storage-design-modeling?_gl=1*8ta77l*_ga*MTg0NDgyOTc4MS4xNzYyMzAxMjEx*_ga_NDS4B4M2WP*czE3OTAwNDk1ODgkbzcxJGcxJHQxNzkwMDUwNTc2JGo1MSRsMCRoMA..
https://cdn.misoenergy.org/2026-09-21_Docket%20No.%20ER26-3813-000783128.pdf
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MISO’s proposal would grant Interconnection customers in the DPP-2022 Cycle a one-
time, unconditional opportunity to withdraw from the queue penalty-free at Decision Point II. In 
exchange, the threshold for penalty-free withdrawal after Decision Point II would be increased. 
For the DPP-2022 Cycle and thereafter, MISO would limit the number of Phase III restudies to 
one, if necessary.  

 

IV. DATA CENTERS AND LARGE LOADS 

Texas Governor Further Restricts Data Center Permits 
 
Governor Greg Abbott directed the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

(TCEQ) to halt all permits sought by data centers until the Electric Reliability Council of Texas 
(ERCOT) completes its data center review. Governor Abbott’s letter follows his previous 
directives in the past month to the Public Utility Commission of Texas and ERCOT to verify and 
audit all data centers advancing through ERCOT’s interconnection process. Governor Abbott 
also directed TCEQ to ensure that its permitting decisions align with his directives, noting that 
data center projects must cover their own electrical infrastructure costs with lower residential 
electric bills. In his letter, Governor Abbott noted that TCEQ shall provide an update on its 
compliance by October 19, 2026. 
 

https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/TCEQ_Data_Center.pdf

